
Promising Young Writers Advisory Committee 
 

Charge: The NCTE Promising Young Writers program makes use of an advisory committee and state coordinators. 
Their charges are as follows: 
 
Promising Young Writers Committee:  To advise staff on the nature, policies, and procedures regarding the NCTE 
Promising Young Writer Awards, including the following issues: to develop a specific plan for involving more public 
schools in the awards, especially those with large nonwhite populations. 
 
To prepare a written set of recommendations for the Executive Committee regarding the following: revision of the 
structure of the award to mitigate the negative effects of competition on student identity and learning; consideration 
and development of diversified awards: that recognize development of English Language Learners in writing in their 
first language as well as English composition; that recognize remarkable improvement or growth in writing; that 
recognize multimodal composition (digital or non-digital); and that recognize remarkable risk-taking with the process 
of writing, instead of the exclusive focus on the final draft. 
 
To consider and make recommendations for ways that the work might interface with NCTE's National Day on Writing. 
 
State Coordinators: To advise the NCTE staff liaison on any changes that should be made in the Promising Young 
Writers program; to review judging procedures; to recommend judges; to recommend ways to publicize the program; 
to coordinate judging of papers within the state; to help disseminate information about the winners; and to suggest 
topics for the impromptu theme. 
 
For information on the Promising Young Writers Program, click here. 
 
Major activities: What major actions, projects, initiatives, or studies in your charge have been completed by your 
group since July 1, 2014? 
 

During our convention meeting, the group addressed our ongoing objective: to increase participation in the 
program. In this, we were aided by a visit from Susan Houser, NCTE Vice-president, as well as a subsequent 
conversation with Jean Boreen and Claire Lamonica, heads of the committee for NCTE student affiliates. 
Together, we considered the possibility of publicizing the contest via a video trailer that teachers could use 
in the classroom with students; a competition to design this trailer could be held among the NCTE student 
affiliates.  Although this project did not come to fruition this past year, it is still under discussion.    

 
What actions, projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? What have you accomplished so far, 
and what is your timeline for future work? 
   

The most pressing problem concerns the decrease in participation (although participation is now holding 
steady). Possible means of addressing this problem include 
 

 Better publicity for the program via NCTE website and a video teaser for teachers to play in class 

 Connect a celebrity face to the contest 
 

In keeping with this idea, the incoming chair, Dr. Ann Lawrence, is working on developing a video trailer 
using clips in which a famous author, Gordon Korman, endorses the program (Korman is not only a 
recognizable middle-level author, but he first published a novel during middle school as a result of a contest 
held by his English teacher!).   

 
Council priorities: The NCTE Executive Committee guides NCTE focuses through establishing goals and priorities and 
through initiating projects. Please write about how your group contributes to and/or benefits from a current 
emphasis on the following: (1) capacity building for literacy learning, (2) educator leadership in school, district, and 
institutional decision making (3) authentic assessment, and (4) advocacy based on NCTE goals and knowledge at the 
local, state, and federal levels.  
   

http://www.ncte.org/awards/student/pyw
http://www.ncte.org/dayonwriting
http://www.ncte.org/awards/student/pyw


How does your group’s work relate to each of these four emphases?    
 
The PYW program continues to address the emphasis on (1) capacity building for literacy learning by encouraging 
partnerships among various stakeholders (for example, our current projects involve collaboration with other 
committees (NCTE Student Affiliates) and with a celebrity author in order to improve the way teachers can present 
the program in the classroom via NCTE’s website. This project also appeals to (2) educator leadership at various 
levels by foregrounding the work of teachers (in this case, preservice teachers) and author-educators like Korman. 
PYW remains a means for teachers to encourage students to write for an authentic audience, thus addressing (3) 
authentic assessment. Finally, by soliciting Korman’s help in advocating for the value of middle school writing, the 
PYW program continues to promote NCTE’s programs and positions, in keeping with (4).  
 
Michael Sherry, Chair 
 
 


